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cell 443-418-4181
Maryland Health Care for America Now Issues 

New Report: “NEXT STEP: HEALTH CARE – 

To Fix Maryland’s Economy, 

We Need To Fix Health Care Now”
Release Event Highlights Grassroots Mobilization in Maryland and 39 Other States Demanding Quality, Affordable Health Care for All in 2009
***Download the report online here ***
Annapolis, MD  – A new report released today by Maryland Health Care for America Now (HCAN) shows why we must fix our health care system now in order to fix Maryland’s economy. The report, “Next Step: Health Care: To Fix Maryland’s Economy, We Need To Fix Health Care Now,” details how out-of-control health care costs are crippling local businesses, busting state and local budgets, and making it hard for families to afford the health care coverage they need.  Similar reports were released in 39 other states around the country this week in advance of President Obama’s State of the Union address, where he is expected to talk about his plan to pass comprehensive health care reform legislation this year.   
“We cannot get Maryland’s economy moving again if we don’t fix health care now,” said Matthew Weinstein, the Maryland Coordinator of Health Care for America Now.  “The health care provisions in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act are a good first step, but in order to truly get Maryland back on track, we need comprehensive, national health care reform, and we need it now. Current health care costs are unsustainable, and we just cannot afford to wait anymore. ” 

· From 2000 to 2007, health insurance premiums in Maryland increased by more than 64% while median yearly wages rose only 21%.
· Maryland’s median yearly wage in 2007 was only $36,723, but the average health care premium for a family was $11,960.

· In 2008, the average premium for family coverage in Maryland was $13,068. By 2016, that number is expected to be almost $24,000.
President Obama and  184 Members of Congress support the Health Care for America Now principles for reform and recognize the urgency of broad, comprehensive health care reform this year. 
As President Barack Obama said on February 10, 2009, “[T]here are some people who are making the argument that, well, you can’t do anything about health care because the economy comes first. They don’t understand that health care is the biggest component of our economy and, when it’s broken, that affects everything.”
Said Terry Cavanagh, Executive Director of SEIU Maryland, “We are here today to say Maryland families and businesses have had enough. The numbers don’t lie. The costs are staggering. We need Congress to join with President Obama and support a national health care solution this year. We need to fight the special interests who are profiting off the current system. They will use any tactic they can to scare Americans. We cannot pass up this opportunity to fix our health care system. ”

Betty Weller, Vice President of the Maryland State Teachers Association, “The research shows that children who don’t have adequate health care coverage have greater difficulty learning in school. Health insurance that provides timely and adequate health care treatment will strengthen families and help to reduce some of the barriers that children and educators face as together they pursue a quality education.”  

Karen Toles of AFSCME Council 67 spoke about the impact of rising health care costs on state employees and the state budget.  David Dunphy of the United Food and Commercial Workers Union spoke about the impact of rising health care costs on average working families in Maryland.  

Today’s report release is part of an unprecedented grassroots campaign that launched July 8, 2008 in Washington, DC and 52 cities across the country. Health Care for America Now will keep up the drumbeat during the April recess with 50 events including 100 Members of Congress. HCAN is also planning a large-scale event in Washington, DC in June as part of the campaign to win quality, affordable health care for all in 2009.
Health Care for America Now (HCAN) is made up of more than 725 organizations representing 30 million people dedicated to winning quality, affordable health care we all can count on. We are doctors, nurses, community organizations, small business owners, faith-based groups, people of color, seniors, children’s and women’s rights groups, and labor unions fighting to achieve a national solution to our health care crisis in 2009. In Maryland, the members of Health Care for America Now include:
AFSCME Maryland

AFSCME Council 67

ACE-AFSCME, Local 2250

Alliance for Retired Americans

Amer. Academy of Pediatricians

CASA de Maryland, Inc.

Communications Workers of America

Maryland ACORN

Maryland Citizens Health Initiative

Maryland PIRG

Maryland State and DC AFL-CIO

Maryland State Teachers Association

Montgomery Health Care Action

NAACP of Maryland

National Alliance on Mental Illness

National Association of Social Workers 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Physicians Alliance

Planned Parenthood of Maryland

Progressive Maryland

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)

United Food and Commercial Workers Local 27

United Food and Commercial Workers Local 400

Union for Reform Judaism – Mid-Atlantic Council

United Seniors of Maryland

United Workers Association

YWCA

***Download the report online here ***
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